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delivered the 250 pesetas to the officer, saying, 'My Lieu-
tenant, since we are going to certain death, will you do me
the favour of giving this money in my name to the Red
Cross?'
" Night was falling when they reached the blockhouse.
The enemy attacked it viciously; an enormous flash illumin-
ated the blockhouse, and a loud crash brought several of its
defenders to the ground. The Moors had brought up their
artillery, and were bombarding the place furiously. In a few
moments the blockhouse 'El Malo* had disappeared, its
defenders buried beneath the debris."
Franco closed the account with the following comment:
"This is how we defend a position!... This is how the
Legionnaires die for Spain!" .. .
During those days two successful convoys were carried
through, the memories of which were to echo in history. The
first had the importance of a battle, and the fighting became
so extended that the Legionnaires had to fight on four fronts,
and in such critical straits at certain moments that in order
to aid the position of Ait-Aisa, Captain Malagon was obliged
to mobilize the Legionnaires and the stewards left in the
camp, plunging with them into the battle, from which he
came back gravely wounded. Three other officers of the
Legion were also wounded that day.
The convoy of Casabona, on the 8th of September, was
also epic. In order to thwart it, a great force, of proportions
seldom seen before, was concentrated. Legionnaires and
Regulars rushed to the attack, All the troops fought with
courage that was exemplary." The dead and wounded multi-
plied. The valiant Blanes," describes Franco, "the aristocrat
from Granada, standard-bearer of the First Banner, fell at
our feet mortally wounded. As they took him away he was
crying, 'Long live Spain! Long live the Legion!' "
Lieutenant Sanz Prieto was taken away from the parapet,.